
THE RAPE 

The Crow may bathe his cole-black wings in mir C) 
And vnpercem d flye with the filth away. 

But if the like the fnow-white Swan defire. 

The ibine vpon hisiiluer Down* will fby 3 
Poore grooms arc -fight ies night , lyings glorious day. 
Gnats are vnnoted v/hercfoerc they flye, 

But Eagle gaz’d vpon v\ath eucry eye. 

Our idle words (Cements toCkAloY/fodles 
Viiprofitablc founds akc arbitrator's > 

Bufic our felucs in skil-contending/ chooles 3 
Debate where icafiire ferues with dull /debaters : 
To trembling Clients be you med lators 
For me, I force nor argument a ftraw. 

Since that my cafe is paid the hclpe of law. 

In vaine I raile at Opportunity, 

At Time , at Tarqum, and vnfearchfull night : 

In vaine I cauill with mine infamy , 

In vaine I fpurne at my confirm’d defpight : 

This helplefle fmoa\e of' words doth me no righr; 
The remedy indeed to doe me good, 

Is to let forth my foule defiled blood . 

Poore hand , why quiuereft thou at this dcc'ftt ? 
Honor thy felfe to rid me of this shame , 

For if I die, my Hotior lines in thee. 

But if I hue, thou liu’ft in.my defame > 

Since thou couldft not defend thy \oyA\JD<unt> 
And waft afteard to fcratch her wicked Foe, 
Kill both thy felfe and her for ycclding fo. 

This bid from her betumblcd couch, (he ftarts, 
To fiivfefcme defperate inftrument of death, 
Bur this nof aiighte, -boufe, no toole imparts, 

T o make more vent for paflage of her breath l 
Which tbrungine through her Ups Co vdnlbeth 
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In vaine (quoth fe)Hiue, andfeeke in vaine 
Some happy meanc to end a haplefft life : 

I fear'd by Ta* quins Faucbion to be II aihe. 

Yet for the fclfe-fame purpofe fecke a l^nifc : 
p uc when I feard,I was a ioyall wife > 

So am I now : O no, that cannot be. 

Of that true type hath Tar quin tilled me. 

0 that is gone, for Vyhich I fought to hue. 

And therefore now I need not feare to die. 

To cleare thxs.fpot by death (at lcaft) I giuc 
A badge Of fame to {launders littery* 

A dying life to liumg infamy, 

Poore" helplefle hclpe the t;eafure ftolne away, 
Tobume the guiltlcffe cas^ci where it lay. 

Well, well, dcare Cofatinc thou (halt not know 
The flamed tail of violated troth : 

1 will not wrong thy true affe&ion fo, . 

To flatter thee with an infringed oath : 

This baftard graft iliall neucr come to growth. 

He lhall not boaft who did thy floclie pollute. 

That thou art doting Father of his fruit. 

Nor flull he fmile at thee in fccret thought , 

Nor laugh with his companions at thy flate. 

But thou (halt know thy inlereft was not bought . 
Bafely with gold , but ftolne from forth thy gate b 
for me I am the miftreffe of my fat e 
And with my trcjpafjc neucr will difpence. 

Till life to death acquit my ferft offence. 

Twill not poifon thee with my attaint. 

Nor fold my fault in cleanly coyn’d excufcs, 

% fable groundwitb franc I will not paint. 

To hide the truth of this falfc nights abufes : 

% tongue (hall vttcr all mine eyes like (luces 
jnomtfine.Cpnng that feeds a dale , 









